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Escalator breakdown may be permanent

The last remaining working escalator in the historic Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels has broken down and will probably not be restored to full working order, it was revealed today (22 February 2012).

A problem with the drive sprocket of the ‘Up’ escalator, at the Jarrow end of the tunnels, saw it turned off for safety reasons and to prevent further damage.

The tunnels’ owner, the Tyne & Wear Integrated Transport Authority (TWITA), is currently looking at options, but Project Director Paul Fenwick says the prospects of bringing the escalator back into service are remote.

“We have a major refurbishment planned for later this year which will see two of the original four escalators replaced with inclined lifts, so the cost of repairing the Jarrow Up escalator just to keep it running for a matter of months is difficult to justify,” he said.
“We are exploring the possibility of restoring, up to a point, the two remaining escalators although they will only be operated on special occasions and will not be available for public use.

“We regret the reduction in service and apologise for any inconvenience. Although the escalators are safe to use as stairs, I would advise customers to use the vertical lifts instead.”
The four escalators are original and date back to 1951 when the tunnels opened. They were a major factor in the Grade II listing of the structure.

More…

The pedestrian tunnel is the only pedestrian tunnel beneath a river provided with escalators. The escalators were the first designed especially for cyclists, and incorporated special safety features.
At their opening, they were the longest single span escalators in Western Europe; the highest vertical-rise escalators in the world; and, until now, were the longest working wooden escalators in the world.
The costs of repair have spiralled over the years as replacement parts increasingly had to be made to order. Over time, those costs became prohibitive and one by one the escalators were taken out of service as they broke down.

TWITA decided in 2010 to fund a £4 million refurbishment of the tunnels and to replace two of the escalators with inclined lifts. The remaining escalators will be left in situ and opened up to public view. This work will begin later this year and take around a year to complete.

www.tynepedestrianandcyclisttunnels.co.uk
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