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20 May 2011
Public offered the chance to tour tunnels in the virtual world
The Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority (TWITA) has launched a new virtual reality model for Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels.

It has been designed to help the public see what a trip through the tunnels in an inclined lift could be like following its proposed refurbishment plans.
Earlier this month, plans for a £6 million major overhaul of the historic Grade II-listed Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels were submitted by the tunnels’ owner TWITA, to North and South Tyneside Councils.
The submission for Listed Building Consent details the replacement of two of the original wooden-step escalators with inclined lifts. The remaining two escalators would remain in situ but would be closed to the public. They would be opened up to view, so the workings are visible from the inclined lifts.
Cliff Jessett, project manager for TWITA, said: “Following our application to the planning departments within North and South Tyneside Councils, we wanted to create a tool that would help current users, local communities and other interested parties to see how the proposed inclined lifts would function. 

“These new lifts provide an efficient, safe and quick route down to the tunnels from street level and thanks to an open structure design, will allow users to catch a glimpse of the underbelly of the original escalators, something that they would not have been able to see before.” 
People can view the new model at www.tynepedestrianandcyclisttunnels.co.uk 

Other features in the application for Listed Building Consent awaiting approval, however not yet visible in the model, include improved lighting levels, repairs to the floors and repairs to the damaged historic tile lining of the tunnels with replica matching tiles. 
The entrance rotundas at Howdon and Jarrow will also be refurbished to provide a brighter welcome for all users.
At the time of construction nearly sixty years ago, the four original wooden-step Waygood-Otis escalators were the longest single-rise escalators in the world, with a vertical rise of 85ft (25.9m) and approximately 200ft (61m) in length. They are believed still to be the longest wooden-step escalators in Europe.

The Grade-II listed tunnels were opened on 24th July 1951 at a total cost of £833,000. They contain the first purpose-built cycle tunnel in the UK and are the earliest to be used by both cyclists and pedestrians.
For more information visit www.tynepedestrianandcyclisttunnels.co.uk 
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