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Tyneside icon celebrates 60 years

This historic Grade II-listed Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels celebrated their 60th birthday in style last Sunday (24th July) with a party attended by around 100 guests.

Hosted by the tunnels’ owner, the Tyne & Wear Integrated Transport Authority, the party featured a troupe of unicyclists, stilt-walkers and circus performers.

TWITA chairman Councillor David Wood launched the festivities by cutting a cake copy of the tunnels’ new logo.

Cllr Wood said: “The tunnels have been an important part of Tyneside life over the years, linking thousands of people to jobs in the ship yards and factories that used to line the river. It is important at a time like this to reflect on the changes that have taken place since the tunnels opened, and even more important to look to the future.

“New industries and jobs continue to be created along the river and inland and, with more people enjoying the benefits of cycling and walking, the number of journeys through the tunnels is beginning to rise again.

“TWITA has earmarked £6 million to refurbish the tunnels so that they can continue to serve the economic and social needs of the people of Tyne and Wear in the decades to come.”

ENDS
Media contact: Richard Simpson, Bradley O’Mahoney, 07821 537106.

Note to editors: The Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels were Tyneside’s contribution to the Festival of Britain. They still retain their original wooden-tread escalators, believed to be amongst the longest single-rise escalators of their type in the world.

The £6 million refurbishment will include replacing two of the escalators with inclined lifts, retaining the other two and opening their workings to public view.
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