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13 July 2011
Schools come together in song under the Tyne

Two schools came together today (13 July) to help celebrate the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee of the Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels.
Around 60 8 and 9-year-olds from Dunn Street Primary School, Jarrow and Coquet Park School in Whitley Bay, met in the middle of the pedestrian tunnel to sing songs and cut a ribbon to re-enact the opening of the tunnels in 1951.

They all then returned to Dunn Street School to work on a giant frieze depicting the life and times of the Grade-II listed structure.

Some of the children took part in interviews with older members of communities on both sides of the river to find out what life was like on Tyneside when the tunnels opened.

Stewart Reader, head teacher of Dunn Street School, said: “Our school is delighted to have been selected to represent South Tyneside at this historic event. Being the closest school to the south end of the tunnel, we involve the children in lots of activities that use the pedestrian tunnel as an educational resource, and it is wonderful for our children to be part of the 60th Anniversary of the tunnels.

More...

“It is also a fantastic opportunity for our children to meet and work with pupils from Coquet Park First School from North Tyneside, to learn from each other and develop links that will see us partnering together now and in the future.”

Mrs Frances Moore, Year 4 teacher at Coquet Park, said: “We were delighted to be invited to share in this special Jubilee Celebration.  Our Year 4 children always enjoy their annual school trip to the tunnels. Today has been a wonderful opportunity for the children to listen to stories of the tunnels’ past, make new friends and have lots of fun.”  

Councillors Tom Hanson and Frank Lott, members of the Tyne & Wear Integrated Transport Authority (TWITA), which owns the tunnels, welcomed the children and were later interviewed by them about what life was like when the tunnels first opened.
Councillor Hanson said: “Local people are proud of the role the tunnels have played in the history of this part of Tyneside and are keen to share their memories with the younger generation.
“The tunnels are all about connecting communities so it is gratifying to see schools from both banks of the Tyne link up in this way, and it looks like this may become a regular event for them.”
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