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TUNNEL




Tunnel call to shift workers

The Tyne Pedestrian and Cyclist Tunnels between Jarrow and Howdon are currently scheduled to close temporarily for refurbishment this autumn – and their owners want to hear from shift workers who may be affected.

Paul Fenwick, project director at the Tyne & Wear Integrated Transport Authority (TWITA), says he is looking at measures to help shift workers during the year-long closure, but needs more information to decide exactly what alternatives to consider.

“Around 20,000 people use the tunnels every month, and many of those journeys are made by people going to and from their place of work,” he says.

“We will be putting on a free, timetabled replacement bus service with a cycle trailer between the entrances to the tunnels between 6am and 8pm, seven days a week, during the closure, but we are aware that people use the tunnels outside of these times to get to and from work.

“It would not be affordable to keep this service running throughout the night so we are considering what other measures may practically be put in place to help shift workers.

“We are therefore asking shift workers to take part in a survey so we can gather information to help us decide the best possible options. I would urge all shift workers using the tunnels to take part. It is in their best interests.”

The consultation will take place over 30 days between 20 June and 20 July. A survey will be carried out over two nights at the tunnels and a questionnaire will be available online at www.tynepedestrianandcyclisttunnels.co.uk.

Employers who think their employees may be affected by the closure of the tunnels are also encouraged to contact TWITA via the tunnels website.

The Grade II-listed tunnels are expected to close in late October for up to a year so the £4 million refurbishment can be completed without risk to the public. The refurbishment will include the replacement of two of the escalators with inclined lifts, conserving the remaining escalators in situ as features of historic interest, new lighting, and other improvements.
For more information visit www.tynepedestrianandcyclisttunnels.co.uk
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Media contact: Richard Simpson, Bradley O’Mahoney Public Relations, 07821 537106.

Note to editors: The tunnels were opened in July 1951 and at their peak were used by 20,000 people every day. 

They contain the first purpose-built cycle tunnel in the UK and were the earliest to be used by both cyclists and pedestrians.

A special feature of the tunnels is their four original wooden-step Waygood-Otis escalators. At the time of construction, they were the longest single-rise escalators in the world, with a vertical rise of 85ft (25.9m) and a length of approximately 200ft (61m). They are believed still to be the longest wooden-step escalators in Europe.

